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For both domestic and international students with strong cultural roots, how does their culture manifest in their fashion on Stanford’s campus and in the United States? For some, their culture has slipped to the background, their clothing instead an expression of their immediate personality; the style, American or not, is beside the fact. For others, they find their culture to be part and parcel of their identity, and thus their fashion is a mode of cultural self-expression. This expression is outside normative or dominant American styles, carving its own space in the country’s world of fashion. Others yet fall somewhere in between, their fashion displaying a blend of cultural expression and American pop culture. Their style is a hybrid: simultaneously anchored in U.S. fashion and rooted in their cultural home.

photos by Ricardo Lopez & Kavita Selva


nour aissaoui

“I started wearing the hijab because it was a moment of awakening,” Nour said. She began wearing a hijab after the 2016 U.S. presidential election. “I know all those misconceptions were coming along. Yet, it was a powerful tool for self-expression. It was and is a way to show people that even though I wear it, I’m still going to succeed.” The hijab has become part and parcel of Nour's fashion and, to a larger extent, her identity. For Nour, it is a striking emblem of her mixed Algerian and U.S. nationality and a rejection of the binary categorizations that dog American culture. An avid fan of fashion herself, she merges the hijab with U.S. styles, creating a sleek blend of her two homes. The result has been a fashion sense inextricable with her multifaceted identity.




james juuma

“It is a unifying factor,” James said of his Kitenge shirt. “Regardless of where you come from, you still find someone wearing it. It is an expression of Kenya as a whole rather than an individual culture.” In day to day dress, James routinely gravitates to slate blues and beige undertones. His routine style, a hybrid between European and U.S. trends, displays the linchpins associated with ‘Western’ male fashion: khakis and wing-tipped oxfords. Yet, come special events like church, James puts on his Kitenge shirt. It is there where James is anchored culturally and spiritually to himself.



angie ruiz

“Everyone around me was wearing Hollister, Abercrombie, Aéropostale, Brandy Melville, and Urban Outfitters,” she said of her Florida peers. “I told myself, ‘Well, let me wear something that no one else would wear,” said Angie. For her, fashion is a rebuttal to the white-dominated culture in which she has thrived. While those around her adopted mainstream, high-end brands, she mixed Hispanic styles in a fusion of the beach vibes of Cuba and the Dominican Republic, the brilliant colors of Peruvian fabrics, and the floral prints of Mexico.


rojie hajjar


“It represents my identity in some way,” Rojie said of his scarf, evocative of the Iranian dastmaal yazdi scarf or the Palestinian keffiyeh. “They’re a story in it. Every culture is a story.” When Rojie and his family fled to the United States from Syria in the wake of the country’s civil war, new friends he made in Los Angeles schooled him on the ins and outs of American culture. One aspect of this schooling was through fashion in which his friends exposed him to U.S. clothing makers. Rojie’s style features dominant ‘American’ trends like L.A.-based Anti Social Social Club and Stüssy. Yet, Rojie is determined to keep close that aspects of his ethnic identity he cherishes. His scarf is a way of doing so.





david rodriguez

“My culture shows up in the ideas behind the clothes. I also try to convey what I’m out for—that’s living in the moment and having a good time.” David’s day to day style is kaleidoscopic spectrum of color and fabric. From woven shirts to silk coats, much of his style, he says, reflects the lively spirit of Colombia festivals and carnivals.
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