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As you saunter down a crowded street, the intense heat from bustling bodies noxiously mixing with the smog-laden air, you stumble upon a sales ad plastered on the front window of a desolate H&M: a 2 for 1 deal on 3M disposable masks. Your eyebrows quirk in intrigue as you pull down the cotton mask on your own face, eager to trade in its awkward fit for a higher brand that is a bit more chic and a lot more protective. Entering the store, you run your hands over the masks, impressed by their smoothness and durability. They vary in design: some bedazzled and some embroidered, a commodified homage to the people of Palestine who have popularized such imagery in their daily battles against smoke bombs and tear gas. Those freedom fighters, choked by chemical, will not see a dime from this transaction, but you pick one up to express your solidarity and proceed to the checkout, pleased with today’s purchases. Such are fashion and culture in the age of the apocalypse.

With the UN International Panel on Climate Change reporting that we only have 12 years left before climate change conditions become irreversible, such an apocalypse doesn’t seem too far-fetched. In fact, this reality has already infiltrated several regions around the world, including East Asia and the Middle East. Sales of face masks and air purifiers in northern China have more than tripled during November 2017 and November 2018 as millions of people fight to survive the toxic air. In Palestine, artists and activists reckon with the environmental denigration that accompanies violent siege and occupation. But they are not alone. Changing environmental conditions have created a new normal, and with it, a slew of disastrous repercussions.

Despite the apathy displayedby the United States towards the manner, and the failure of our commander-in-chief to realize the validity of this crisis, climate change has already forced millions of people out of their homes due to desert expansion and rising sea levels. Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin America have been the most vulnerable with countries like Bangladesh having thousands of people uprooted by coastal flooding and the disappearance of Lake Chad in West Africa leading to the movement of 4 million people into camps.

By 2050, 143 million people are expected to be displaced because of degraded environmental conditions with no determined safe haven. As of now, there is no international agreement on who qualifies as a climate refugee. Having no definition in place isespecially troubling considering the nationalist and anti-immigrant sentiment that has swept across Europe and the United States, obvious potential hosts for climate refugees. Such attitudes have made it hard for the UN to compel governments to adhere to international refugee protocol, thereby making any thought of including an entirely new definition of refugee highly unlikely.

What is tragically ironic about this reality is that the populations who have faced the brunt of climate change are not the main contributors to it. In fact, the United States has the highest average carbon footprint per resident. It’s a traditional case of us causing the problem, then turning away the victims who seek our help. But environmental conditions have started to deteriorate in the United States as well, a sign that we may be getting our due restitution.



Hurricane Maria has displaced 2,300 families in Puerto Rico. Coastal communities in the U.S. states of Alaska and Louisiana have slowly been disappearing into the sea. Deadlier and deadlier wildfires surge across California and submerge Stanford’s campus in the most unhealthy air in the world. These climate conditions have also begun to affect our clothing brands. A number of popular American retail stores, like H&M and Gap, have announced declining sales in their winter clothes apparel. Many are shifting to trans-seasonal wear as a result. American companies are forced to accommodate trends brought to fruition out of necessity, rather than appropriation, but they’ll do just fine.

The wealth of the West has certainly afforded us a great deal of indifference. The cognitive dissonance of U.S. manufacturers being at the forefront of international face masks and respirator sales, but U.S. government officials deeming climate change as a partisan issue is telling enough. Inevitably, America will cope with becoming the victims of something we have long profited off of. But still, the most privileged will not be subjected to the worst of it. At places like Stanford, we are used to seeing the privileged don styles typically attributed to marginalized and oppressed communities. But what happens when this style of the world’s most disadvantaged --an apocalyptic fashion born of necessity --makes its way to Stanford’s front door? Will we welcome it, co-opt it, or turn it away?

written by Allison Oddman

photos by Petar Hristov

modeled by Zoe Brownwood & Julia Gordon


More articles from this publication:

from MINT Magazine Fall 2018, page 44


Cultural Confluence


from MINT Magazine Fall 2018, page 38


Child Labor in the Fast Fashio...


from MINT Magazine Fall 2018, page 26


Vogue \"Africa\"


from MINT Magazine Fall 2018, page 20


Silencing Anger


from MINT Magazine Fall 2018, page 66


RGBOYP





This article is from:



MINT Magazine Fall 2018
by MINT Magazine








        





Issuu Inc.
Create once,share everywhere.
Issuu turns PDFs and other files into interactive flipbooks and engaging content for every channel.

English
Deutsch



Company
	About us
	Careers
	Plans & Pricing
	Press
	Blog
	Contact


Issuu Platform
	Content Types
	Features
	Flipbook
	Industries


Resources
	Developers
	Elite Customer Program
	Publisher Directory
	Redeem Code



TermsPrivacyDMCAAccessibility



        
        
    