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Renaissance Man





The founder of Columbia Road’s Mason & Painter advises on styling plants and flowers with ceramics, glass, metal and reclaimed objects

Words and images MICHELLE MASON

Adding a little floral decoration at home needn’t take up lots of time or cost the earth


When our little shop on Columbia Road first opened, little did we know that we’d expand after the first year and move across the street to an old upholstery workshop. With more floor space and a small backyard we were now able to stock the kind of items that felt right for visitors to the flower market as well as larger salvaged objects that our existing customers hankered after.

They loved the large 8-, 10- and 15-litre vintage preserve jars for flowers. They wanted original washtubs for olive trees and Japanese maples. They asked for galvanized metal troughs and reclaimed water tanks and landscape gardeners sought out unconventional items for their clients’ gardens.

We use a variety of ceramics and terracotta in the shop – anything from Victorian plant pots to cast-off cooking vessels – their worn surfaces and textures look fabulous with flowers and greenery.

Look out for old flour bins, casserole dishes and baking trays at vintage fairs and thrift shops – all look beautiful when planted up. Yellow and green glazed confit pots were commonly used in France to cook duck or goose. The pots were then buried up to the glazed line in cool cellars to preserve the confit in the days before refrigeration.


A selection of glass jars and a geranium planted in an old paint kettle.

Elegantly arched love-lies-bleeding and poppy heads in a green-glazed pot.

The copper pots were once used to cook over open fires and have an interesting combination of dark, smoking colours and green verdgris tarnish. Galvanized buckets with handles make fantastic hanging planters.
Adding a little floral decoration at home needn’t take up lots of time or cost the earth, if anything at all. A little bit of imagination and resourcefulness and you can create small posies, single stem arrangements and interesting looks with cuttings in jars, recycled glass bottles, even a pretty drinking glass from your kitchen cupboard.

Experiment with fallen leaves and twigs from the park, cuttings from a friend’s garden or allotment, shoots from potted plants, flowers from the market or window box herbs. Anything goes.

If you enjoy collecting reclaimed ceramics, plant pots or metal containers chances are you’re already using them as planters.

I personally can’t resist the graphics and typography on old tubs, tins and boxes and have a least a dozen planted up with succulents, ferns, hostas or spring bulbs at any one time. Metal tubs can easily be picked up from junk shops and antique fairs and make great outdoor and indoor planters. To guarantee good drainage it’s good practice to drill or hammer several holes in the base before planting. Galvanized buckets, troughs, water tanks, food tins and olive harvest baskets make ideal containers. These look great teamed with vintage metal garden furniture – ours have often come from old French cafés – complete with several layers of paint and faded sherbet colours they create a lovely setting for patio plants and serve as a reminder of sunny Riviera holidays.


Terracotta pots, still caked in earth, displayed with a staghorn fern and an old pair of leather boots echoing the same warm, earthy tones.
Old flour bins, casserole dishes and baking trays all look beautiful when planted up


FLOWER MARKET

Extract taken from Flower Market: Botanical Style at Home by Michelle Mason, published by Pimpernel Press at £20, pimpernelpress.com
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