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[ 85 ] ampersand Zoe Boykin s Bob Ross once famously said, “we don’t make mistakes, just happy little accidents,” so did collage artist, Zoe Boykin, stumble upon her artistic voice.

A freshman digital arts major at Stetson University, Boykin began her collage work very recently before submitting to Touchstone. Boykin humbly proclaimed that she has always loved art, “but never had the physical creative ability” to turn her ideas into drawings or paintings. Boykin harbors a deep affinity for old media, gathering most of the material from 40s National Geographic and Life magazines from thrift stores in downtown DeLand. The retro style of these print publications caught her eye: “I was really inspired by the artwork and photographs in them, like the ‘old timeliness’ of the fonts that were used in ads. I wanted to combine those elements.” Between the prints on her hands and a yearning for something other than school and life to occupy her mind, she began to cut out pieces of the magazine to create her own unique compositions: “I found that that was something that I could actually do and convey my artistic vision onto a piece of paper. That was hard for me to do before.” Boykin’s unintended success with her artwork just goes to show that creativity is an individual journey, and one that anyone is capable of accessing, providing they take a leap of faith. Her “happy accident” of collage making did not begin with pleasant times, though. Her first completed collage titled A one on one interview with Touchstone’s Cover Artist Written by Rene Campbell Design by Isabel Solorzano


[ 87 ] ampersand “Not a Victim” is partly composed of a cut-up letter regarding a police report that she filed. Having to file a police report is not a light situation, especially not for an eighteen year old college freshman. For Boykin, to turn trauma into a work of art speaks to the importance of art as a vessel for one’s voice: “It started to help me with that situation, and then it turned into a hobby.” Although there is rarely a conventional path for artists to find their creative voice, her work proves that creativity can both heal oneself as well as speak to a larger audience. One of Boykin’s favorite collages that she has created thus far is featured in Touchstone. “Closer Than You Think” features a black and white photographed war plane in the left center of a colored background, with the words “Remember, it may be closer than you think” to the right side of the piece. To her, this piece not only specifically speaks to the ugly truth that the potential for war is a looming possibility, but also that in general the future is a place of unknown, sometimes for the worse: “[I used] that warplane to make it symbolize that war can sometimes be inevitable and something that you aren't expecting. It's definitely something that's an imminent threat at all times. We could at any time be subjected to something like that. So I was inspired by the recent events going on. Everything is a little bit closer than you think. And we're living in a history book right now. And it's something [the COVID-19 pandemic] that I never would have expected as a child. I kind of thought that like history was over.” Her work thrives on the contrast that this world has to I got a letter from the police and it had my name on it and it said, ‘you have been the victim of a crime” and I was like, “this is like, “ really troubling to look at on its own.’ I wanted to turn this into something that could make it pretty to me, so I just ripped up that letter, and then ripped up all the information they gave me and turned it into something that made me feel better. And after I did that I just couldn't stop doing art.”

Other works of Zoe Boykin include Not a Victim, Dissociation, For My Brother.




offer-the positive along with the negative. The photographs she takes from old magazines are the ones that catch her eye because of the artistry and beauty they display. “There’s a lot of stuff going on right now [in this world]. That's less than positive and I want my work to be a reminder that while these pieces are beautiful, there's some beautiful photography in this work, but it’s not all pretty- not everything is pretty;” she wants her work to be a balance and for her readers to feel the reality of their worldpeace as well as uncertainty. Another one of her pieces which is also featured in Touchstone, “No War,” also displays this message. Composed of old war maps with a World War Two warplane nose-diving into the piece’s ground, it symbolizes an end to wartime: “I really want to get across the message that peace isn’t certain, so we should appreciate it when we have it,”Boykin stated. Although self-expression through artistic means is a relatively new part of her life, Boykin has a very deep connection to art. She sees her creative process and final products as a way to deviate from societal norms and embrace the uniqueness that her personality carries: “My entire life I have felt like I have never fit in anywhere. So, I use my art to express that. My art is a really weird style, a different style than a lot of people make. I can't draw and I can't really paint too well, so I've never I can't even fit into the

[ 89 ] box of a “proper artist.” I'm not mad at that. I've always enjoyed that part of myself.” Boykin’s unique vision is worthy of admiration. Her use of old magazines for collage materials is not only out of a love for retro art, but also partly out of necessity: “Because I am an artist, a lot of people think that I have a certain amount of privilege. They [people] wouldn't tell by just looking at me that I'm homeless. My current situation is that my parents are living in motel rooms. That’s something that affects my everyday life. I don't have access to funds to get materials for bigger art projects. That's why I get my $1 National Geographic magazines.” Not only is her work worthy of admiration, but her urge to be a voice for those who also share her personal experiences with poverty. In today’s society, a low socioeconomic status unfortunately correlates with labels and stereotypes that are frequently untrue, and Boykin hopes to be a voice to disarm those assumptions through her artwork: Overall, artist Zoe Boykin and her artwork are testaments to the importance of art and creativity in our world. By tackling tough spots in her life as well as throughout history in her artwork, Boykin gives viewers permission to experience the world as it is: with no sugar coating of its pain, but also fair representation to its beauty. Her “happy accident,” the discovery of her artistic eye for the art of collage has provided a unique and commendable platform. Boykin will not only continue her artistic work, but also will be a strong voice for those who do not have the platform to have theirs heard. “ I see art as a way to express yourself no matter how skilled you are in the basics. It's basically just what you can put into it and what other people can take out of it.” ampersand Poverty is something that has really affected myself and a lot of artists that I know… Poverty is something that you shouldn't be ashamed of. It’s “ really important to me that homeless people specifically get the attention that they need in terms of not being judged for it.”

Colophon


The 2020 editions of Touchstone Literary Magazine was printed by Abbott Communications Group in Maitland, FL, with a press run of 500 copies. Student designers created the magazine using Adobe InDesign and Photosop on iMac computers. The magazine consisted of 92 pages, and fonts included Adobe Garamond Pro, Cyberjunkies, and Advent. The 4-color process cover is printed on endurance silk paper. Touchstone features additional online content on hatternetwork.com, which is student created, managed, and produced. All submissions are reviewed, selected, and edited by the Touchstone staff and selection committee. All literary and artistic work featured in Touchstone is created by Stetson students. Special thanks to those who submitted their work and to all our supporters.
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